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The 

Geographical Journal. 

No. 3. MARCH, 1901. VOL. XVII. 

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE REIGN OF HER LATE MAJESTY, 
QUEEN VICTORIA, EMPRESS OF INDIA.* 

I. PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS IN COMMEMORATION OF 
HER LATE MAJESTY. 

OUR late beloved Queen was the Patron of this Society for sixty-three 
years, and the generous and enlightened bestower of the royal awards 

through the hands of the Presidents and Councils for the same period. 
We have, therefore, felt it to be our duty to devote an evening to the 
commemoration of Her Majesty's reign from the point of view of our 
science. 

In common with the rest of the late Queen's subjects in all parts of 
the world, we geographers have felt admiration for the rare and lofty 
gifts of the greatest and best of our sovereigns; we have felt love and 
devotion for the gracious lady who, with unfailing warmth of heart, 
has shared with closest sympathy the sorrows and anxieties of her 

people. We have been grateful to the able and sagacious ruler who, 
through her long reign, bore the heavy burden of the affairs of a great 
empire in spite of her own heavy trials, and of the increasing weight 
of years. We fully shared in the deep and reverential grief of the rest 
of her subjects when the news of her death cast a shadow of gloom on 
her vast empire. 

The end of that precious life brought most vividly before us all the 

* Meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, February 11, 1901. 
No. III.-MARcH, 1901.] R 
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HER LATE MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA, 

EMPRESS OF INDIA. 

Patron of the Royal Geographical Society. 

(From the Portrait by J. Thomson.) 
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226 IN COMMEMORATION OF THE REIGN OF HER LATE MAJESTY, 

glories of the longest reign in history. Not counting their minorities, 
Harald "the fair-haired" of Norway, and Louis XIV. of France, 
reigned for as many years, but not actually so long. Jayme I. of 

Aragon reigned as long, but including his minority. Our beloved 
Queen was spared for all these years for the good of her people, for 
we know now how great a share Her Majesty's personal character, 
her influence wisely used, her experienca and knowledge, had in that 
marvellous advancement which has signalized the last sixty years. 
Queen Victoria has been part of the lives of her subjects from the 
earliest time to which their memories go back. Very few can remember 

any other sovereign in this country. I am one of the few. As a very 
little boy I well remember seeing the Princess Victoria on what must 
have been nearly her first public appearance. In August, 1836, when 
I was six years old, there was a grand dinner in St. George's Hall at 

Windsor, and I was in the gallery through the kindness of Sir Herbert 

Taylor, an original Fellow of this Society. My gaze was riveted to 
the dazzling masses of gold plate on the long table, until the sound 
of music made me raise my eyes. Then I saw the old King leading 
the fair young Princess up the room. 

But even before that event, which has left such a deep impression 
on my mind, and long before her accession, the young Princess Victoria 
took an interest in geography and in exploration. Let us fancy our- 
selves in a room in Kensington Palace in the winter of 1833. There 
is the Duchess of Kent with the young Princess Victoria, then in her 
fourteenth year. Maps are spread out before them, and the Secretary 
of the Geographical Society is in attendance. With him are two great 
arctic explorers, Captains Beechey and Back. They are there to explain 
to the young Princess the geography of the region in which the Rosses 
were lost, and the route Captain Back intended to take in searching for 

them; and the Princess Victoria took a lively interest in following the 
intended track on the chart. Nor did her interest end with the inter- 
view. When her mother subscribed ?100 towards the expenses of the 

expedition, the young Princess sent Captain Back a present of a case 
of mathematical instruments and a pocket-compass as her contribution 
to the equipment. 

It turned out that this delicate little pocket-compass, the gift of 
the Princess Victoria, proved to be extremely useful. In the estuary 
of the Fish river, when there was great disagreement in the other 
needles in denoting magnetic north, that of the Princess could alone be 
relied upon; it almost seemed like an emblem or forecast of the excel- 

ling steadfastness to duty of our great Queen, " true as the needle to 
the pole." 

With these and other memories of the interest the young Princess 
had taken in our labours, our Council hailed, with heartfelt congratu- 
lations, the accession of Queen Victoria. In almost prophetic words, 
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QUEEN VICTORIA, EMPRESS OF INDIA. 

our Council ^ expressed an earnest hope that " Her Majesty's reign would 
be famed for its glory and prosperity, and for the promotion of geo- 
graphical knowledge; that it might be rendered illustrious as the era 
of important discoveries which may diffuse the blessings of civilization 
throughout the globe, as well as endeared to the affections of a free and 
grateful people." We all know how fully and completely the hope 
expressed in those prophetic words has been realized. 

One of the first acts of Her Majesty's reign was to intimate her 
gracious intention to succeed her uncle, our Founder, as Patron of the 
Society, and to bestow upon us her royal premium for the encourage- 
ment of geographical science and discovery. Since Her Majesty's 
accession this royal premium has taken the form of two gold medals 
granted annually-the Founder's Medal and the Patron's Medal. If, 
as we trust, His present Majesty should be pleased to succeed to the 

patronage of the Society and to continue the grant of the royal 
premium, there will still be the Founder's Medal and the Patron's 
Medal. But it has been suggested that, in memory of our beloved 
Queen, there should continue to be a Victorian Medal, once the Patron's 
Medal, not to be given annually, but only occasionally, for geographical 
research. 

The royal premium has been one great incentive to geographical 
discovery, for to win it is to win the blue ribbon of our science, and to 
be enrolled among men whose names will live in history. The seven 
first to receive it, in the Queen's reign, were Simpson, who completed 
the discovery of the northern coast of America; Sir Henry Rawlinson, 
our lamented President; Sir Robert Schomburgk, the value of whose 
surveys in Guiana were proved in the course of the recent arbitration; 
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228 IN COMMEMORATION OF THE REIGN OF HER LATE MAJESTY, 

Lieut. Raper, author of the best work on practical astronomy; Lieut. 
Wood, the discoverer of the source of the Oxus; Sir James Ross, the 

great antarctic discoverer; and Governor Eyre, the Australian explorer, 
who is the father of our Medallists, and who still survives in a green 
old age. To several of our Medallists Her late Majesty graciously added 
other marks of her approval, specially for their geographical labours. 

Our own diploma, given to students in practical astronomy and 

surveying, has certainly been welcomed by more than one department 
of Her late Majesty's Government, and has thus tended to carry out the 
Queen's wishes, expressed when she granted the royal premium, that 

geographical aspirations should be encouraged. We have instructed 
students in several professions and engaged in numerous occupations. 
The success of our scheme is proved by the number of royal and other 
awards won by our students, with the present Viceroy of India foremost 
in their front rank. But the majority have been officers in the army, 
and we may have the satisfaction of feeling that our efforts were made 
in the direction approved and desired by our beloved sovereign, for they 
are efforts to advance the efficiency of the " Soldiers of the Queen." 

A review of the progress of geography during the late Queen's reign 
is a record of the fulfilment of the prophetic words of our Council in 

1837; and on all appropriate occasions Her Majesty showed the deep 
interest she always took in that progress in all parts of the world. 
Such an occasion, among others, was found when Captain Speke returned 
from the discovery of the Victoria Nyanza in 1863. When our President, 
Sir Roderick Murchison, waited upon the Queen as one of the Royal 
Commissioners of the International Exhibition, Her Majesty congratu- 
lated him most graciously upon Captain Speke's great geographical 
feat, and, from the kind and emphatic manner in which the Queen 

expressed herself, Sir Roderick felt that she was truly proud in the 
reflection that two of her own gallant officers had succeeded in doing 
what the people of every other European nation had failed to accomplish. 
Captain Speke's premature death prevented his receiving a special mark 
of his sovereign's approbation; but her MIajesty conferred honours upon 
his companion, and on Sir Samuel Baker who relieved them, for their 

geographical services. 
I now propose to pass very briefly in review the progress of polar 

discovery during the Queen's reign, while the glorious record as regards 
other parts of the world will be in abler hands. 

POLAR EXPLORATION DURING THE REIGN. 

The first great polar achievement of the late reign was the discovery 
of Victoria Land by the Antarctic Expedition under the command of 
Sir James Ross, the most experienced of polar navigators. It was a 

memorable voyage, or rather series of voyages, and all its details are 

now receiving very close attention with reference to our forthcoming 
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QUEEN VICTORIA, EMPRESS OF INDIA. 

expedition. The Queen conferred the honour of knighthood on the 

gallant and accomplished commander, and attention was then turned 
to the arctic regions, a part of the world in which Her Majesty had 
shown such special interest before her accession. Sir John Franklin's 

expedition sailed in the eighth year of the Queen's reign. 
We no longer look upon the devoted zeal, the high-souled courage, 

and the heroic deaths of Sir John Franklin and his gallant companions 
as embodying one of the disasters of the Queen's reign. Those heroes 
are now among the Dii majores of explorers. They set examples which 
we hold up for imitation; their deeds invite successive generations to go 
forth and do likewise. Their expedition forms a turning-point in the 

history of exploration. They made the most remarkable arctic voyage 
on record, and discovered the north-west passage. 

Then followed the search expeditions from 1848 to 1854, during 
which time many thousands of miles of coast-line were discovered 
through the zealous and persevering work of sledge travellers, working 
on the system developed and perfected by Sir Leopold McClintock. An 
immense addition was thus made to our knowledge. It is only neces- 

sary to compare the maps of the arctic regions of 1837 and 1857 to be 
convinced that a very great and important work of discovery was 
achieved by the officers of Her Majesty's navy in the interval. The 

period closed with a memorable event. 
The Resolute was abandoned in 74? 41' N. and 101? 17' W. She 

drifted out of the ice, and was picked up by an American vessel 20 miles 
from Cape Mercy, in September, 1855. The Congress of the United 
States purchased this old discovery ship of Her Majesty, and resolved to 

repair and fit her out, in order to restore her as an offering of good will 
to the Queen. The Resolute reached Spithead in December, 1856, under 
the command of Captain Hartstein, u.s.N. Then Her Majesty the 
Queen, with Prince Albert, the two eldest princesses, and his present 
Majesty went on board the Resolute, and were received by Captain Hart- 
stein. He informed Her Majesty that the vessel was restored by the 
President and people of the United States as a token of love, admira- 
tion, and respect for herself personally. As twelve years previously we 
saw the young Princess Victoria examining the routes about to be 
taken by Captain Back on an arctic chart, so now we find Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, in the cabin of the Resolute, looking over the chart with 

Captain Hartstein, who traced for Her Majesty the drift of her explor- 
ing ship, and pointed out the discoveries of Dr. Kane, then quite recent. 
The Queen had not lost the lively interest taken by the Princess Victoria 
in arctic discovery. 

But the search for Franklin was not yet completed. McClintock 
sailed in the Fox in the spring of 1857, and it remained for our 
illustrious Vice-President to weave together the story of a glorious 
achievement, and to secure for the memories of Sir John Franklin and 
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230 IN COMMEMORATION OF THE REIGN OF HER LATE MAJESTY, 

his followers the honours for which they died. We must not forget to 
mention, in connection with the voyage of the Fox, the name of Allen 

Young, whose remarkable journey effected the completion of the dis- 

covery of Prince of Wales island, whose generous and single-minded 
zeal led him not only to give his services gratuitously, but also to sub- 
scribe largely to the funds of the expedition, and whose subsequent 
valuable services in the two voyages of the Pandora were recognized by 
the Queen with a companionship of the Bath and a knighthood. All 
the excellent work done by Sir Allen Young was done at his own 
expense, influenced solely by single-minded zeal for a great cause and 
for the service of his Queen and country. 

A period of fifteen years elapsed which were barren of polar progress, 
but when at last the Government once more resolved to despatch 
an Arctic Expedition in 1875, Her Majesty showed the interest she 

always took in polar discovery by granting an interview to Captain 
Nares, Captain Stephenson, and Commander larkham at Osborne. 
From a scientific point of view, the expedition of Sir George Nares was 

by far the most successful British Arctic Expedition during Her 
Majesty's reign. I, at least, have a right to say that its discoveries com- 
pleted evidence which pointed to the true solution of the secrets of the 
Arctic Regions. Dr. Nansen's memorable expedition confirmed all the 
conclusions which were to be derived from previous knowledge, includ- 
ing the final and completing labours of the Nares Expedition. 

The reign of Queen Elizabeth was as much signalized by the 
munificent generosity of her merchant princes in promoting geographical 
exploration, as by the actual discoveries of her gallant sailors. The 
names of Sir Thomas Smith, the founder of the East India Company, of 
Sir Thomas Roe, the great ambassador, of.Sir Dudley Digges, of Sir 
John Wolstenholme occur to comparative geographers at once; those of 
Sanderson, too, and of Sir George Barne, whose gallant young descendant 
is about to join our National Antarctic Expedition. 

But in this respect also the reign of Victoria emulates that of her 
renowned predecessor. Felix Booth equipped, at his own expense, the 
expedition of the Rosses, in the rescue of which her late Majesty took so 
deep an interest. It was under the auspices and at the expense 
of Charles Enderby that important discoveries were made in the 
Antarctic Regions. More recently, Mr. Leigh Smith, at his own 
expense, explored the coasts of Spitsbergen and Franz Josef Land; and 
we all remember how Mr. Alfred Harmsworth, entirely at his own 
expense, sent a well-equipped expedition to Franz Josef Land. It is 
due to him that the western half of that group was discovered by Mr. 
Jackson, ably and loyally assisted by AIr. Armitage, who, full of single- 
minded zeal, now goes out as second in command of our Antarctic Expedi- 
tion. Nor must we omit the admiration due to the generous zeal of Sir 
George Newnes in despatching an expedition, under Mr. Borchgrevink, 
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to Victoria Land at his own expense. Mr. Borchgrevink was the first 
to put foot on Victoria Land, and he planted the British flag at the 
furthest south. 

But foremost in this respect stands the name of Mr. L. W. Longstaff, 
whose act of unselfish and patriotic liberality does indeed remind us of 
the merchant princes of the days of old. The subscription of this old 
and valued Fellow of the Society put an end to doubts, and made our 
Antarctic Expedition a certainty. Mr. Longstaff's words, simple as they 
seem, are full of the fine spirit of chivalrous patriotism. "Being 
convinced," he says, " of the imperative need of the preparation of a 
British expedition, I have the pleasure to inform you that I have this 
day paid a sum to the credit of the Antarctic fund which I trust will 
meet the exigency of the case. As a Fellow of our Society for thirty 
years it gives me peculiar pleasure to be able thus to contribute towards 
the advancement of a knowledge of the planet on which we live." 

The words are simple, but the deed is a great deed, placing the 
reign of Victoria quite on a par with that of Elizabeth as regards the 
munificence of the promoters of geographical discovery. Whence does 
this fine spirit of zealous patriotism flow, seen alike among those who 
encourage and promote, and among those who go forth for deeds of 

derring do ? Can we doubt that no small part of the incentive to that 
devotion to duty which we see around us is due to the feelings of 
intense loyalty aroused and maintained by the example of our beloved 
Queen now passed away? Her memory will ever be fresh and green 
among us, because we shall constantly be reminded of the most perfect 
pattern that was ever set before a nation. I will conclude this poor 
and inadequate tribute by mentioning that the very last message to 
her Society, from our august Patron, was an expression of good wishes 
for the success of our Antarctic Expedition. 

I will now call upon our Vice-President, Sir George Goldie, to 
review the progress of discovery and the expansion of empire during 
the reign of Queen Victoria, in America, Africa, and Australasia. 

II. PROGRESS OF EXPLORATION AND THE SPREAD AND 
CONSOLIDATION OF THE EMPIRE IN AMERICA, AUS- 
TRALIA, AND AFRICA. 

By the Right Hon. Sir GEORGE TAUBMAN GOLDIE, K.C.M.G. 

The part allotted to me this evening calls for the utmost exercise 
of your indulgence, for it is the survey, in thirty minutes or there- 
abouts, of the work effected during the last sixty-four years in 
the exploration, spread, and consolidation of the British Empire in 
an area of about ten million square miles, or about eighty times the 
area of the British Isles-a work to which I could only do justice in 
a long course of lectures. To-night a rough sketch, indicating salient 
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